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(54) Processing apparatus and an operation control information update system employing the 
processing apparatus 



(57) A photographic processing machine comprises 
a machine control block and an information control 
block, in which the photographic processing machine 
performs a specified operation in accordance with oper- 
ation control information stored in EEPROMs of the 
machine control block, and the information control block 
includes a RAM for holding operation control informa- 



tion transmitted from a system control center and an 
information update r for updating the operation control 
information currently stored in the EEPROMs by trans- 
ferring the operation control-information taken into the 
RAM to the EEPROMs. 



FIG.1 



211 



212 213 

— V — 



-20 



10 



214 



30 




34 



21 

24 38 



341a^~ IMEM0RY CNTRU 



CPU 



--341" ! 



341bfo[ 4P<)FF SIG RCV 
341c 



_4. JP-OFF 



STATUS DSCRM 



341d- HlNF UPDATER I 



DISPLAY 
DEV 



DISPLAY 
DEV 



EEPROM 



342 



RAM 



P-SW 
IS 



381 



343 



P-SUPPLY 

I 



321a 322 ,32 3 ^ 1b 322 

&3t=b. 



P-OFF SIG 
TRANSM 



325 
327 



EEPROM 



RAM 



EEPROM 



324 323 324 



Printed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7 (HRS)/3.6 



EP0 905 614 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 98 11 8326 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnLCI.6) 



GB 2 227 584 A (INT COMPUTERS LTD) 
1 August 1990 (1990-08-01) 

* page 6, line 6 - page 8, line 18 * 

EP 0 489 204 A (HEWLETT PACKARD LTD) 
10 June 1992 (1992-06-10) 

* page 2, line 43 - page 4, line 44 * 

EP 0 703 531 A (COMPAQ COMPUTER CORP) 
27 March 1996 (1996-03-27) 

* page 3, line 40 - line 51 * 



1,3,4,10 
8,9 
1,2,10 

8,9 



G06F9/445 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.CI.6) 



G06F 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



Race of search 

THE HAGUE 



Date of completion of the s 



13 February 2001 



Examiner 

Bijn, K 



CATEGORY OF CfTED DOCUMENTS 



X : particularly relevant H taken alone 

Y : particularly relevant rf combined with another 

document of the same category 
A : technological background 
O : non-written disclosure 
P : intermediate document 



T : theory or principle underlying the invenlion 
E : earlier patent document, bui published on, or 

after the filing date 
D : document cited in the application 
L : document cited for other reasons 



& : member of the same patent family, corresponding 
document 



2 



EP 0 905 614 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 98 11 8326 



This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

13-02-2001 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



GB 2227584 A 01-08-1990 



AU 
AU 
ZA 



623214 B 
4879590 A 
9000180 A 



EP 0489204 A 10-06-1992 



DE 69021732 D 
DE 69021732 T 
JP 4290127 A 



EP 0703531 A 27-03-1996 



US 
AU 
AU 
CA 
JP 
US 
US 
US 



5586304 A 
695638 B 
3053895 A 
2157728 A,C 
8227355 A 
5960189 
5588143 
5809287 



A 
A 
A 



o 

a For more details about this annex: see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



07-05-1992 
02-08-1990 
31-10-1990 



21-09-1995 
18-01-1996 
14-10-1992 



17-12- 

20- 08- 

21- 03- 
09-03- 
03-09- 
28-09- 
24-12- 
15-09- 



1996 
1998 
1996 
1996 
1996 
1999 
1996 
1998 



3 



